Dennis L. Gerhart
May 7, 1947 - February 24, 2019

***Please be advised of road closure from California Road. Please enter from 309. If you
are taking California Road please turn onto Kelly Road then to O'neill Drive to access
entry to West Pumping Station Road."

Dennis L. Gerhart, 71, of Quakertown, previously of Lansdale, passed away on Sunday,
February 24 at his home. He was the loving husband of Maria A. (Falsetta) Gerhart for 35
years.
Born in Lansdale, he was a son of the late Donald R. & Lydia E. (Kratz) Gerhart.
Dennis graduated with a B.S. from the Philadelphia College of Art in Industrial Design. He
served in the United States Marine Corps as a Lance Corporal and was awarded the
National Defense Service Medal for service during the Vietnam War. Dennis was active
with the Boy Scouts of America as an Eagle Scout and as a proud father of Eagle Scouts
Jesse and Dylan Gerhart.
He was a very creative and talented individual. He was an industrial designer by
profession and was self-employed. As an industrial designer, Dennis designed visitor
centers, museums and Trade show exhibits. In his later years, Dennis turned to another
passion, combining his love of history with his illustration skills, to illustrate children’s
books. He did a lot of work for local non-profit organizations including: Friends of the
Delaware Canal and the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor. He illustrated the
children’s book, “Tales of the Towpath: Adventures Along the Lehigh & Delaware Canal,”
used in Lehigh Valley schools to introduce children to the industrial growth along the
Lehigh & Delaware canals in the 1850’s. He also illustrated “Skirmish at Van Nest’s Mill”
and “Anabella, Teddy and the Rainbow Trail” for author Shirley Carvatt. Dennis was
working on a series of drawing books for children combining history and drawing.
Surviving with his wife are children: Jesse Vincenzo and Dylan Thomas Angelo Gerhart,

both of Quakertown and siblings: Donald R., Jr., wife Sherry of Lansdale and Barry R.,
wife Becky of Tunkhannock, PA.
Memorial Service will be held on 10:00 AM, Friday, March 1 in the Naugle Funeral &
Cremation Service, 135 W. Pumping Station Road, Quakertown, PA 18951, with a
visitation beginning at 9:00 AM. Dennis will be laid to rest at a later date in Washington
Crossing National Cemetery, Newtown.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions or service can be made in his name to the
Friends of the Delaware Canal, 145 S. Main Street, New Hope, PA 18938 or the Delaware
& Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, 2750 Hugh Moore Park Road, Easton, PA 18042 or
an organization of your choice.
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Comments

“

I met Dennis at a family party and liked him instantly. His warm and outgoing nature,
along with his look 'beard and wire rim glasses' told me that he was the artist behind
the wonderful historical illustrations for Tales of the Twopath, Skirmish at Van Nest's
Mill, and Annabella, Teddy and the Rainbow Trail. He was passionate about his work
and did it so well. Dennis had a great show of his artwork at the Schwenckfeld
Library and Heritage Center in Pennsburg, PA. It was here I purchased for my niece
and her family a gift of 'The New Hope Original Bridge' a stunning pen and ink piece
that now hangs as the first thing you see when you enter her New Hope home. It is
warm and welcoming- beautifully done. Dennis was so excited and happy that day,
and as the opening went on he endearingly addressed Maria as Mia; once again I
liked him instantly. With deepest sympathy, wishing Maria, Jesse and Dylan the most
beautiful memories to trap in thier heart's.

Hope Miller - March 02 at 02:54 PM

“

Mr. Gerhart always kept a smile on my face during those very long wrestling
tournaments. I would always look forward to seeing him because his presence could
light up a room. I will never forget the time when I was about 5 years old when I
found a rock and it looked like a little face so I decided to paint it and give it to him
and he kept it until about last year when he gave it back to me so I could paint it
again. I will always cherish that little rock as it has so many wonderful memories that
came along with it.

Brynn Gentile - March 01 at 08:03 AM

“

Jane lit a candle in memory of Dennis L. Gerhart

Jane - February 28 at 10:42 PM

“

I got to know Dennis while working at the D&L National Heritage Corridor. I loved the
"mule" Christmas Cards and pictures Dennis drew for me, I still cherish them. He
was a kind, caring person and a wonderful artist. My sincere condolences to his
entire family.

Rayne Schnabel - February 28 at 01:38 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Dennis L. Gerhart.

February 28 at 12:01 PM

“

I always remember Dennis as having very kind eyes and a kind smile. I haven’t seen
him for years but when I saw this picture that memory came back to me very vividly.
My heartfelt sympathy to you Maria and your boys and family. Love Lor

Lori Vedder - February 28 at 11:57 AM

“

Mr. Gerhart was a long time customer at Staples, he always had his drawings copied there!
He will be greatly missed by the staff, I was shocked to hear of his passing today! A great
talented man!
Jason - March 04 at 02:50 PM

“

I remember Dennis visiting with my then 97 year old grandfather to hear his stories
and recording of his days growing up on the Delaware Canal. Dennis was so
interested and kind to him and of course my grandfather enjoyed recalling those days
and answering Dennis’s questions. Dennis made a drawing of a canal mule and
framed it and gave it to my grandfather which meant a lot to him. It was passed on to
me when he died. I was also fortunate enough to enjoy one of Dennis’s art exhibits
and purchased another framed canal print. I imagine Dennis sitting at his studio table
working so hard to draw each of them every time I look at them. He was truly a
talented man. I, too, will miss the yearly Christmas cards with the signature of the
family caricatures inside. My heart is breaking for Maria, Jesse and Dylan for their
loss. Heaven has received another angel. May he Rest In Peace.
Pat Chambers

Pat Chambers - February 28 at 07:49 AM

“

We looked forward to his beautiful Christmas card every year. Saved every precious
one and display all of them every Giving Season. The Gentiles and Harveys

Diana Gentile - February 27 at 06:30 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dennis L. Gerhart.

February 27 at 08:47 AM

“

I got to know a Dennis and Maria when our sons - Dylan and Joe - wrestled together.
Always enjoyed being around him. Can still hear him cheering from the stands when
Dylan wrestled - “Let’s go Dude.” My condolences to all!

Ed Kracz - February 26 at 07:11 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Barry Gerhart - February 26 at 03:37 PM

“

Dennis will be fondly remembered and greatly missed. I will miss hearing his "Hello"
and his calling me Ms Loretta. His laugh and corny jokes made me smile whenever
he was around.
My deepest condolences to Maria, Jesse & Dylan.
Loretta Susen
D&L

Loretta Susen - February 26 at 01:30 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Susan Taylor - February 26 at 12:02 PM

“

This Christmas card created by Dennis illustrates what a talented, funny, thoughtful and
generous man he was. He loved the Delaware Canal and we loved him.
Susan Taylor - February 26 at 12:06 PM

“

I got to know Dennis when he worked on, "Tales of Towpath" when I was at the D&L
Corridor. He also graciously taught a couple drawing classes for me at NCC. He was a
kind, gentle soul and a brilliant artist. My most sincere condolences to his entire family.
Amey - February 26 at 01:06 PM

“

Victoria Scott lit a candle in memory of Dennis L. Gerhart

Victoria Scott - February 26 at 11:55 AM

