Joan C. (Baker) Dilks
October 1, 1933 - March 10, 2020

Joan Constance (Baker) Dilks, age 86 yrs, died Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at her home in
Quakertown, PA.
Born October 1, 1933 in Philadelphia, she was the only child of the late Mifflin J. and Anna
(Jankauskas) Baker, and the widow of the late James J. Dilks.
Joan lived in Quakertown for the past 17 years with her daughter, Carole, who brought
great joy to her later years. Prior to Quakertown, Joan lived 40 years in Valley Forge, a
home designed and built by her husband.
Joan attended schools in Philadelphia: St. Henry's School and Parish and Little Flower
Catholic High School for Girls. She was also a student at St. Joseph's University on City
Line Ave., Philadelphia. Upon HS graduation, Joan took a Supply Chain job at the
Frankford Arsenal, part of the U.S. Arsenal System, which was involved in the design and
manufacture of munitions. It was at the Arsenal that she met her devoted husband, Jim.
Joan had other multiple jobs over her lifetime including her favorite as Homemaker and
caregiver extraordinaire, grade school library aide, assistant basketball coach, skilled
flower arranging with a Professional Florist, Eucharist Minister and joyful, active
participation in hundreds of Baptismal preparations at her church, and administrative work
at Burlington Industries. Joan loved her family above anything else in the world and was a
dedicated wife and Mother. She enjoyed flower arranging, classical music and opera, bird
watching, Holiday preparations, her sponsored children abroad with Compassion
International and Unbound, international travel and road trips to see the ocean. She also
enjoyed all animals. Joan will always be remembered for her loving kindness and
hospitality to all, sunny and gracious disposition, determined and independent spirit, and
beautiful smile.
Joan is survived by: daughters Beatrice D. Quaintance (husband Curtis), Jane D. Wagner,
Carole J. Watts (husband Todd); son James J. Dilks (wife Sandra); grandchildren Eric J.
Quaintance, Jamie E. Vegso, Andrew C. Quaintance, Grace E. Wagner, Robert J. Wagner,

Alexandra K. Dilks, Monica J. Bird, Mary C. Watts, Victoria A. Dilks, James M. Dilks,
Anthony J. Dilks, and Elizabeth C. Dilks; and great-granddaughter Teresa E. Kraft.
In addition to her parents and husband, Joan is preceded in death by: daughter Kathleen
T. Flannery (husband Mike), and grandson William Vegso.
A memorial Mass will be held at 12:00 PM on Tuesday, March 17, at Saint Isidore Roman
Catholic Parish, 2545 West Pumping Station Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951. Calling hours
will be at the church from 11:00 AM until the time of Mass. Interment will take place at 2:30
PM at Washington Memorial Chapel Cemetery, Valley Forge, PA.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Saint Isidore Roman Catholic
Parish in memory of Joan Dilks at the address above.
To sign the online guestbook, visit www.NaugleFCS.com.

Events
MAR
17

Visitation

11:00AM - 12:00PM

St. Isidore's Roman Catholic Church
2545 West Pumping Station Road, Quakertown, PA, US, 18951

MAR
17

Mass

12:00PM - 01:00PM

St. Isidore's Roman Catholic Church
2545 West Pumping Station Road, Quakertown, PA, US, 18951

Comments

“

Mrs. Dilks was the most kind and gracious always. Her light will continue to shine in
all who were blessed to know her.

Tina Marie - March 16 at 02:45 PM

“

Carole’s Playmate Back in the Day
Besides my mother, Mrs. Dilks is among the women whose intellect, respectfulness
and kindness greatly influenced me in childhood. Having met Mrs. Dilks at the age of
six, I was certainly one the lucky ones. Always greeted with a smile, warm hospitality
and usually some type of treat, I was welcomed into her home and made to feel
genuinely special.
My father built our home in the early 60s, a few houses down from the Dilks. He
chose this rural neighborhood not only because of its beauty but to protect my mom,
who was Japanese, from any racial tension still existent after the war. Mrs. Dilks
wholeheartedly befriended my mom and they were to become lifelong friends. Mrs.
Dilks was the only neighbor my mother kept up with until her passing in December at
age 89. My mother once wrote on Joan’s 60th birthday card - ”I met quite of few
American ladies since my arrival to the US 34 years ago. You are the perfect model
of the American lady.”
Quite refined, polite and an absolute beauty, [a lady in every sense of the word], Mrs.
Dilks was a role model for what all us little girls would aspire to become.
– Cecilia (Sissy) Mace

Cecilia Mace - March 15 at 04:09 PM

“

Dear sweetest Mommy, you have changed the world in a multitude of small yet
prodigious ways. Your great humility, kindness and generous spirit have changed
many people over the years. As CS Lewis said, “Humility is not thinking less of
yourself, but thinking of yourself less.” Everyone you met was valued, welcomed and
lifted up as the special person they were. There is no greater gift to a fellow
human....selfless Love. For this, may a lavish reception welcome you into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Your loving daughter, Bea

Bea Quaintance - March 15 at 11:48 AM

“

9 files added to the album Memories Album

Carole Watts - March 14 at 06:45 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Carole Watts - March 14 at 06:44 PM

“

How sad we all were to be forced to accept that the sweetest of Mothers was subject
to so tragic a diagnosis of Anaplastic thyroid cancer in her advancing years. Knowing
how deep her faith was and how valiant her fortitude was, she nobly mastered her
trepidation of heart and submitted patiently to every ordeal of Gods Will. You truly
were a women of God.
And the BEST mommy ever
May you rest in the arms of the Lord who formed you from the dust of the earth.
May holy Mary, the angels and all the saints welcome you now that you have gone
forth from this life.
May Christ who was crucified for you, bring you freedom and peace.
May Christ who died for you admit you into his garden of paradise.
May Christ, the true Shepherd, embrace you as one of his flock.
May he forgive all your sins, and set you among those he has chosen.
May you see your Redeemer face to face, and enjoy the vision of God, forever.

carole - March 13 at 07:59 PM

