Regina M. (Stiglich) Finlayson
March 27, 1943 - January 23, 2020

Regina M. Finlayson, of Hilltown passed away on Thursday, January 23, 2020. She is
reunited with her loving husband, Norman L. Finlayson, who predeceased her. Regina and
Norman were married over 50 years when he passed away. Regina died peacefully and
was surrounded by family in her final hours. She was 76.
Born March 27, 1943, in Philadelphia, she was the daughter of the late John J. Stiglich
and Elva H. (Ansel) Stiglich. She is survived by her children, Norman Finlayson and his
wife, Eileen, of Quakertown, John Finlayson and his wife, Jill, of Quakertown, Joseph
Finlayson and his wife, Jennifer, of Perkasie, Daniel Finlayson and his wife, Donna, of
Quakertown and Leah Finlayson and her wife, Julie, of Philadelphia. Regina was a loving
and proud grandmother to 12 grandchildren, Jessica, Rachel, Megan, Joey, Josh, Erinne,
Kevin, Mary Kate, Jaden, Jacoby, Danny and Juniper. She is also survived by her siblings,
Marie Pittman and her husband, Leon, of Warrington, Linda Groeber and her husband,
Paul, of Hatfield, Patricia Ziemba of Newtown, and John Stiglich and his wife, Janis, of
Quakertown. She is also survived by her brother-in-law, Harry L. Finlayson and his wife,
Linda, of North Wales.
Regina and Norman always put their family first and Regina was initially a stay at home
mom to her rowdy clan. She eventually went back to school at night to pursue her goal of
becoming a teacher. Regina taught both Dan and Leah as their fourth-grade teacher.
Regina understood the importance of education for herself and others. She continued her
education and obtained a Masters’ degree. She became principal of various grade
schools, notably, Raub Middle School where, in 2004, Raub was chosen for a visit from
then Governor Rendell due to the school’s accomplishments in improving their PSSA test
scores. Regina was a driving force in raising the safety and educational standards in the
school. Regina then became the Director of Curriculum and Instruction in the Allentown
School District before her retirement. She has positively affected the lives of thousands of
students in her roles as teacher, principal, and educator.
Regina was a dedicated wife and mother. She was an avid reader. She was excited to

become a grandmother and spent many hours with her grandchildren. She loved spending
holidays surrounded by family. Upon retirement, she and her husband traveled extensively
both within the United States and internationally. She had a great curiosity for other
cultures and sponsored children from Russia and China in her home. After her husband’s
passing, she volunteered at Pearl S. Buck for many years, even participating as a model
in their Fashion show fundraiser. Those who know Regina, know she was a very tough
and strong woman but she was also extremely generous and often did anonymous acts of
kindness.
Her funeral Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 AM on Friday, January 31, at Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 100 Broad Street, Hilltown, Pennsylvania, where family
and friends may call from 9:00 AM until the time of Mass. Interment will follow in the parish
cemetery where she will be buried next to her husband, Norman.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Regina’s name to Pearl S. Buck House, 520
Dublin Road, Perkasie, PA 18944 or to the Alzheimer’s Association.
To sign the online guestbook, visit www.NaugleFCS.com.
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Comments

“

Many of my fond memories from my time at SASH involve Mrs. Finlayson. I
remember her preparing us for confirmation. I remember her saying "Daniel Kenneth"
when Dan was in trouble. He wasn't getting away with anything. I can still hear her
voice in my head. She was funny.
I was aware that she cared about us. She was tough and didn't take any nonsense
but we knew she loved us. She also loved her boys and precious Leah. She would
talk often about all of them in class.
I recall her being the principle at St. John the Baptist after SASH and a group of us
guys went from SASH to the St. John's dance doing our best to be tough guys at her
new school and show off for the girls. It didn't work!!
I remember Dan standing on top of the desks in 6th or 7th grade and running down
the top of the desks (jumping from one to the next) when our teacher was out of the
room. When he got to the last desk, he jumped and slipped and the desk went flying
and Dan went tumbling over the desk and slammed into the floor at the end of the
classroom by the back door, which was open. He didn't have time to lick his wounds
as it turns out Mrs. Finlayson happened to be walking down the hall at the same time
and saw this unfold. She pulled Dan up quickly and I'm not sure what happened in
the hallway next but we heard some disciplining happening. Let's say Dan didn't run
down any desktops after that.
I recall fondly being thrown in the pool at the Finlayson house during a birthday party.
I was being a wise guy and I believe Norm and Johnny threw me in the pool with my
clothes on (it wasn't summer by the way). Mrs. Finlayson came to the rescue and got
me a towel and dry clothes after she found out "the boys" had thrown me in the pool.
Mr. and Mrs. Finlayson both tried to send business my way when we first started our
dry cleaning business back in the mid 90's. That was very kind of them both.
Mrs. F wanted her name pronounced correctly. I can hear her telling someone it's
"Fin-LAY-son" at a family pig roast in the back yard.
I have memories of fun sleep overs in the back yard. We would get up and go
exploring and ringing doorbells in the middle of the night. There wasn't too much real
trouble you could get into in Hilltown in the mid 80's. Mrs. Finlayson would have a
good breakfast waiting for us the next morning.
I heard Hank Williams Jr for the first time at the Finlayson home.
I didn't see Mrs. Finlayson too often over the last 20 years, but every time I did, we
would talk as if we'd seen each other last week. She was a genuinely kind person
and I'm blessed to have known her and she definitely had an influence on my life as
a young boy.

- Jamie McCormick
Jamie McCormick - January 28 at 02:46 PM

“

Leah,
Sending my deepest condolences to you and your family. My the Lord comfort you
during this difficult time.
JD Kiah

Janine - January 27 at 05:02 PM

“

My precious Godmother, she will be greatly missed by her family and anyone who
knew her.
I am so sorry for your loss.
I remember being very young and staying with Norman and Regina at their newly
built house for a weekend. Still a wonderful memory.

Michelle Griffin - January 27 at 08:18 AM

“

We haven't seen Regina in many years. Our kids went to school at St. John the
Baptist Catholic school. Our family is in your prayers. You are the best.

Joe Fachet - January 26 at 02:05 PM

