Thelma D. (Moyer) Bolton
October 15, 1928 - September 23, 2018

Thelma Derstein (Moyer) Bolton entered into her heavenly home on Sunday evening,
September 23rd at Lehigh Valley Hospital Center, Allentown, PA, while surrounded by her
family. Born October 15, 1928, she was just 3 weeks away from commemorating her 90th
birthday. Thelma was born to Granville & Blanche Moyer in Souderton, PA. She grew up
attending Souderton Mennonite Church where she later married John L Bolton of
Silverdale. At an early age (15), Thelma left school to work at Pool’s Sewing Factory in
Lansdale, where she not only helped to provide for her family’s income, but became a
very proficient seamstress. In her early 20s she participated in various Voluntary Service
projects in Philadelphia and Michigan. It was there (Philadelphia) where she met her
future husband. They shared 45 years of marriage before his passing in 1997. In 1957
Thelma and John moved to Allentown to be a part of the Allentown Mennonite Church
Mission. Thelma and John moved to Vera Cruz in 1961 where she lived until 2009. She
then moved to the Souderton Mennonite Home where she lived until her home going.
Thelma spent several years cleaning homes and businesses. Her longest employment
was with Hackman’s Bible Bookstore, where she became known as the ‘card lady’ – and
the lady with the ‘white hair’. She especially enjoyed the friendships she developed at the
bookstore and regretfully retired in 2008. Thelma lived up to her ‘card lady’ status by
sending greeting cards and hand written notes for many years. Each of her nieces and
nephews would receive birthday cards and many of their children as well. Along with card
sending, Thelma was a dedicated prayer warrior with notes placed strategically in her
home with people’s names and needs so she’d remember to pray. Her prayers weren’t just
for her family but those far and near. Over the years Thelma taught Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School at Allentown Mennonite Church, and later at Swamp Mennonite
Church, Quakertown, where she was currently a member. For several years she was also
active at Faith Wesleyan Church in Macungie. She was involved in many ministries at
Swamp and held one-on-one Bible studies as well. She had a heart for the hurting and
‘mothered’ many with her prayers and wisdom. Thelma had a gift for hospitality; whether it
was sharing a cup of coffee and one of her new baked creations, a meal including visitors
to church, or opening their home for extended stays, she thrived on that. One special
guest was a Mennonite Central committee trainee from Taiwan, Joe Chen, who lived with

John & Thelma for 6 months. Thelma’s family was very important to her as well, and
though they’ve been scattered, even around the world at times, she’s been able to
communicate through email and phone in order to stay up to date on their lives. She loved
when her family could all be together. Holiday and family gatherings included her children
and grandchildren along with her sister-in-law Irene Dorville, Irene’s children and
grandchildren—Kristina Dorville, her husband Michael and son Carter, Eric Dorville and
his wife Maddie along with their son, Andrew, and honorary ‘aunt’ Ingrit Fast. Thelma is
survived by her son, John Lee Bolton and his wife, Susan (Calderwood) of Glenside, PA; a
daughter, J. Lynette Reinford of McAlisterville, PA. Grandchildren: Heidi Bell and her
husband, Chris of Glen Burnie, MD, Malynda Tamang and her husband Nirloy of
McAlisterville, PA, Samuel Bolton and his wife Ally of Mont Alto, PA, Quentin Reinford and
his wife Kourtney of Danville, PA, Eliza Bolton of Philadelphia, PA, and Spencer Reinford
of McAlisterville, PA. Great-Grandchildren: Hayley and Jayden Bell of Glen Burnie , MD.
She is also survived by a brother Merrill Moyer and his wife Doras of Turbotville, PA.
Sisters and Brothers-in-law; Ed McMullen of Elizabethtown,PA; Carolyn Moyer of
Collegeville, PA; Lydia (Bolton) and Warren Landis of Souderton, PA; Jan Bolton of
Climax, MI; Ed and Betty Ann Bolton of Silverdale,PA; Faye Bolton of Souderton, PA;
Irene (Bolton) Dorville of Hellertown, PA; Ray and Pat Bolton of Kutztown, PA. And many
nieces and nephews whom she loved dearly. Thelma was preceded in death by her
parents; her husband, John L Bolton; her sister, Ruth McMullen; a brother, Herbert Moyer;
a son-in-law, James Reinford; 2 brothers-in-law, Charles Bolton and David Bolton.
A time of visitation will be held in her community of Souderton Mennonite Home on
Monday, October 1st, 2018 from 6–8 PM. Chapel of the Souderton Mennonite Home, 207
West Summit Street, Souderton, PA 18964. The memorial service will be held at Swamp
Mennonite Church (2125 Rosedale Rd, Quakertown, PA 18951) on Tuesday, October 2nd
at 2 PM with a time of visitation with the family at 1 PM. In lieu of flowers, Thelma has
requested that donations to be made to the Souderton Mennonite Home Agape Fund at
207 West Summit Street Souderton, PA 18964. This was very much in line with her love
and caring for others.
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Comments

“

Lynette and John,
My father, Luke Martin, saw your mother's obituary in a Souderton-area newspaper.
Your mother was such a cheering and encouraging person, and so was your father.
I'm glad to have known both of them!
Steve Martin

Steven Martin - October 16, 2018 at 09:05 AM

“

“

Thank you Steve
Lynette Reinford - November 07, 2018 at 02:40 PM

Thelma and John both made and influence in my life that I will never forget. I recently
touch base with Thelma for the first time in many many of years we chatted like we
never lost touch...I truly am not sure what made we contact her out of the blue but I
knew it was important to do so, I thank her for everything that her and John did when
I was younger and how much I will never forget it, I also told her I still go to visit
John's grave and I know she was touched by that. I heard of her passing on Sunday
night and on my way to work on Monday I prayed, I prayed to god, I prayed to John
and Thelma then that day at work I had a near tragic accident there was no
explanation that the accident wasn't much worse then what it was. I truly believe
John and Thelma were my guardian angels that day. I love and miss you guys. James Daley

James Daley - October 07, 2018 at 06:08 PM

“

Thanks for sharing Jimmy. My mom told me if your recent connection. It really meant a lot
to her - as did you.
Lynette Reinford - October 14, 2018 at 05:27 PM

“

Jim she will be missed dearly :-( I went to Johns grave tonight to pray and give thanks, I got
up from praying and saw Thelma had passed. Sad to hear but her legacy and kindness will
never be forgotten. I hope all is well Jim. This is Lawrence Chew.
Lawrence Chew - November 21, 2018 at 06:10 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Thelma D. (Moyer) Bolton.

September 30, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

Joe & Joanne Chen purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Thelma D.
(Moyer) Bolton.

Joe & Joanne Chen - September 30, 2018 at 05:46 AM

“

Bob and Shawn Williams Stutzman purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the
family of Thelma D. (Moyer) Bolton.

Bob and Shawn Williams Stutzman - September 28, 2018 at 01:38 PM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Thelma and her family. I first meet them
through our families going to church together at Allentown Mennonite Church.
Thelma and John were our Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, friends, and so
much more. Growing up my family wasn't wealthy. John and Thelma lovely shared a
plot out in their yard for us to plant a huge garden and taught us about getting mud
between our toes. Our family was able to eat better because of their help and
kindness. I shared days of learning how to make applesauce and how to can in
Thelma's kitchen as well as learning how to pull taffy. I had many sleep overs, even
one night when someone stole their tractor from their home. Thelma had a love for
gardening and flowers. But she also had a heart for service and God's work. She
opened her home, heart and arms to all of us. She always remembered everyone in
her prayers and cards. Her mirror had plenty of sticky notes of those she was lifting
up. They practice what they preached and made their lives a living example for us on
how we all need God and to trust in Him in all things. I could never say thank you to
her and John enough for what they did and installed in me. I know I am just one of
very many people whom they both had touched. Their legacy of love continues on
with their children and their families as their love was infectious and contagious and
shows that one person can make a difference. They say " It only Takes a Spark" And
this was true of Thelma. I know she is home with our Heavenly Father. While we
grieve now and miss her. Their is joy in having the honor of knowing and loving
someone so precious. I know one day God will wipe away every tear and we shall
gather by the river. Keep me a spot Thelma so we can snuggle once again together.
You are loved and always will be. For Lynette and John and their families, May God
just hold you during this time. He promises to help us when we go thru these valleys.
He is faithful. Continue to let your lights shine just as your sweet Momma did. As we
know many have come to know Jesus because of her for sure. God bless you all.
Thelma I love you.

Shawn Stutzman - September 28, 2018 at 12:52 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Shawn Stutzman - September 28, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Thelma’s family. I worked with Thelma at the book
store. Her love for Jesus showed through her speech and her actions and her
baking. We all loved when she brought cake into the lunchroom! Thelma’s
compassion, encouragement and prayers were felt by many who walked through the
doors.
Cindy and Dave Koch

Cindy and Dave Koch - September 27, 2018 at 09:33 AM

“

My thoughts & prayers are with Thelma's family! She was an amazing woman &
cousin! I chatted with her often at Hackman's bookstore! I always looked for her
when I went there! So glad to have seen her on numerous gatherings since she
retired! Sorry I missed the event earlier this year!! God Bless you all, I am sure she
will be missed very much!!! I guess God wanted her to celebrate her Birthday in
Heaven this year!!

Ella Ettinger - September 26, 2018 at 07:52 PM

“

On April 8 of this year, Gwen and Christopher Harrison and Bonnie Kantner, hosted a
gathering of members of the extended Bolton family in their home in Pipersville. It
was a happy day, and one I will remember as the last time I was privileged to visit
with Thelma. As always, she was sweet and delightful. May fond memories
overwhelm the sadness we feel at her passing.

Ralph Bolton - September 26, 2018 at 07:29 PM

“

I am one of those recipients of receiving a prayer covering from Thelma. We met
each other through a mutual friend Charmaine Burton.
About 1988, as my husband Joe and I were pursuing a child adoption from South
Korea, I would connect with Thelma at Hackman's Bible Book store, where she
would seek details of the process and remind me she would stay diligent on her
knees! Our baby girl arrived in July of 1990 with much thanksgiving!
When Thelma moved to her new home, we would meet in Quakertown for
breakfast/lunch and share what God continues to do in our lives.
I know God blessed me with Thelma, and I look forward to seeing her again with her
John at her side, and Jesus holding her right hand.
Praying in Nazareth,
Fran & Joe Macdonald

Fran Macdonald - September 26, 2018 at 03:30 PM

“

My friend, John:
Sorry for your family's loss. Glad she is with Jesus. I look forward to meeting her, one
day!
Jeff Frazier

Jeff Frazier - September 26, 2018 at 12:49 PM

